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GO!  green Go!
Write a topic sentence.

SLOW  
DOWN!  yellow 

Slow down!
Introduce a key/star (big idea) by  
using a transition word or phrase.

STOP!  red 
Stop!

Elaborate by providing an example or 
explanation. This is also called supporting 

your key/star idea.

GO  
BACK!  green Go back!

Remind readers of your topic sentence. 

Bats use sound to fly in the dark. First, the bat makes a sound through its mouth or 
nose. These calls are very high-pitched. The sound waves rush out and bounce off objects. 
Then the bat listens to the sounds that bounce back. Those echoes tell the bat where the 
sides of the cave are. The echoes also help the bat find juicy bugs to eat. Using sound in this 
way, bats have no trouble flying at night.
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